WITH  THE  STOCK COMPANIES
Theatre Royal previous to leaving Bristol, where they had become Immensely popular. In discussing their approaching departure, "The Bristol Daily Post" says: " Our favourable opinion of the talent of these young ladies we have had opportunities of expressing on many occasions. We regard Miss Kate Terry as an actress whose mental qualifications are beyond her age. . . . Miss Ellen Terry, for so young an artiste, is also charming, and she possesses a natural flow of spirits which must make her a favourite wherever she appears. We lose both with regret and shall continue to watch their career with interest/' On the 2nd of April, 1862, the historic playhouse at Bath was completely destroyed by fire. After considerable discussion, it was decided to rebuild it. The new theatre was opened on Wednesday, the 4th of March, 1863, with a great flourish of trumpets. The proceedings began with a rhymed dramatic prologue, in which Ellen Terry played the Spirit of the Future. This was followed 45